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  There are several reasons for this 
complex image of foreign funding in India.  
The first reason relates to how the agendas of 
the NGOs have been influenced by the 
representatives of foreign funding agencies.  In 
different periods of NGO history in India over 
the last 40 years, different issues have taken 
primacy in the eyes of many NGOs, partly 
because they were accorded priority by the 
funders.  In a specific sense, many times the 
representatives of foreign funding agencies 
influence visibly, openly, and directly the 
programs and activities of the organizations, 
and at times force organizations to take 
ideological positions according to their own 
agenda clearly favoring one organization over 
another.  Sometimes these programs are 
inconsistent with the realities on the ground 
leading to the failure of the projects.  
 The argument of Fernandes is 
reaffirmed in this study regarding the effects of 
competition among organizations for foreign 
funding (1986, 22).  This leads to lack of unity 
and strength among organizations, unleashing 
an environment of unhealthy competition 
among NGOs.  On the issue of trafficking 
there is a clear divide evident in West Bengal, 
which is based not only on the ideological 
positions of the organizations on the issue of 
the legalization of sex work and its 
connections with trafficking, but also 
according to the ideological dispositions of the 
foreign agencies that fund each organization.   
Thus, the issue of the funding of the NGOs is a 
critical issue and demands further in-depth 
investigation.  On the one hand, there is 
concern regarding dependence on external 
sources of funding as well as government 
funding, and on the other hand is the urgent 
quest to find alternative and sustainable ways 
of financing  volunteer work to ensure the 
autonomy of these organizations.  
 

Edited 
 
  There are several reasons for the 
complex state of foreign funding in India. The 
first reason relates to how the agendas of the 
NGOs have been influenced by the 
representatives of foreign funding agencies. In 
different periods of NGO history in India over 
the last forty years, different issues have taken 
precedence for many NGOs, partly because 
funders granted them priority. Specifically, 
representatives of foreign funding agencies 
have often visibly, openly, and directly 
influenced the organizations’ programs and 
activities and, at times, forced organizations to 
take ideological positions according to their 
own agendas, clearly favoring one 
organization over another. Sometimes these 
programs are inconsistent with the realities on 
the ground, which leads to the projects’ 
failure. 
 Fernandes’s argument is reaffirmed in 
this study regarding the effects of competition 
among organizations for foreign funding 
(1986, 22). This leads to a lack of unity and 
strength among organizations, producing an 
environment of unhealthy competition among 
NGOs. On the issue of trafficking there is a 
clear divide in West Bengal, based not only on 
the ideological positions of the organizations 
with respect to sex work, its legalization, and 
its connections with trafficking, but also 
according to the ideological dispositions of the 
foreign agencies that fund each organization. 
Thus, the politics of NGO funding are a 
critical issue that demands further in-depth 
investigation. On the one hand, there is 
concern regarding dependence on external 
sources of funding as well as government 
funding, and on the other hand there is the 
urgent quest to find alternative and sustainable 
ways of financing volunteer work to ensure the 
autonomy of these organizations. 
 


